MED 556     Visual Thinking: How to Observe in Depth                Fall quarter 2016
10 sessions: 1 hour, 20 minutes in class, 1 hour homework per week
Fridays, September 9-November 18, 2016, 10-11:20am (no class Nov 11)
Course instructors 

Andrea Kalus, MD, Associate Professor, Division of Dermatology
Tamara Moats, MA, art history, faculty at the Bush School and former Curator of Education, Henry Art Gallery, tamara.moats@gmail.com
Abstract

This course uses Visual Thinking Strategies to look at art and enhance diagnostic acumen.  The VTS process of looking at and critically thinking about art expands observational and critical thinking skills, and encourages open-ended observations to problematic situations.  It teaches students to apply this knowledge and skill in assessing patients with a broad range of disorders.  These skills are directly applicable in many medical disciplines that rely heavily on visual input.  The course is a combination of didactic slide sessions and observation of original artworks at the Henry Art Gallery, Seattle Art Museum, and Frye Art Museum.  The focus on museum visits and working with original objects is key to the experience of the course.

Syllabus
Sept 9:  Henry Art Gallery Conference Room
Introduction of Visual Thinking method using slides

Sept 16:  Seattle Art Museum* (meet at ticket counter)
Visual thinking with permanent collection
Due: Reader, Gombrich, Story of Art introduction, for discussion
Sept 23: Seattle Art Museum
Visual thinking with permanent collection
Sept 30: Henry Art Gallery Conference Room
Medical observations, slides, discussion

Due: Reader, remainder of articles, for discussion
Oct 7:  Henry Art Gallery Collection Study Center
Visual thinking with Henry Gallery objects
Oct 14: Henry Art Gallery Conference Room

Medical observations, slides, discussion

Due:  Detailed written observation of two objects (assignment sheet to come)

Oct 21:  Frye Art Museum+
Visual thinking with current exhibitions
Oct 28: Frye Art Museum+

Drawing and close observation session of chosen artworks 
Nov 4: Henry Art Gallery Conference Room

Medical observations, slides, discussion

No class November 11--Veteran's Day
Nov 18: Henry Art Gallery Conference Room
Due: Student-team presentations of observation of chosen artwork (assignment tc)
Homework:

· Weekly journal of course observations, changes in diagnostic abilities

· Visit a museum to write a detailed observation of two objects, due Oct 14
· Final team presentation (two students) of chosen artwork, Nov 18
Evaluation (how to meet the requirements of the course):

· Student participates fully and extensively in class discussions.

· Student demonstrates a progression of new skill development evidenced during classroom/museum visit participation, final presentation, and in journal entries.  

· Student develops an expanded vocabulary useful in visual description.

· Student increases skill for detailed observation of objects.

· Student organizes their analysis through evidence and pays attention to particular details in individual artworks.
· Student learns to paraphrase for understanding.
· Students deals effectively with open-ended observations to puzzling artworks.
· Student develops the ability to look at situations from multiple perspectives in discussion and journal entries.
· Student increases ability to make these observations in the presence of and in collaboration with classmates and colleagues.

· Student develops greater critical and heuristic thinking skills.

· Student submits thoughtful and complete weekly journal observations.

· Student submits detailed and insightful written comparison of two original objects at an area museum.

· Student team presents an insightful verbal comparison of an artwork as the final.

Readings:  (please note due dates for reading discussion above)
· E.H. Gombrich, The Story of Art, Introduction
· “Formal Art Observation Training Improves Medical Students’ Visual Diagnostic Skills,” Journal of General Internal Medicine, July 2008
· “In Battle, Hunches Prove to be Valuable,” New York Times, July 28, 2009

· “Sleepless,” New York Times, May 9, 2009

*Seattle Art Museum (downtown): First Avenue and University

+Frye Art Museum (First Hill): 704 Terry St.  Free parking in the lot across the street.
